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Session Update 
) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÒÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÖÉÄ-ΣΫ 
ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ  3ÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ 
×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÖÉÄ-ΣΫ ÐÒÏÔÏÃÏÌÓȟ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ  ÃÈÅÃËÓȟ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 
ÃÌÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȟ ÓÁÎÉÔÉÚÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ #ÁÐÉÔÏÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
ÃÌÏÓÅÄ  ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȢ   7ÉÔÈ ÏÎÌÙ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁǟ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ :ÏÏÍȢ  ) ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÍÙ ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÓÔÁǟȟ Ô×Ï ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ (ÉÌÏ ÂÕÔ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ 
ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ (ÏÎÏÌÕÌÕȟ 4ÒÁÃÙ 7ÅÉÄÉÅ ɀ /ǣÃÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ )ÓÁÁÃ 'ÏÙÁ 
ɀ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ !ÉÄÅ ȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ 4ÉÍ #ÏÕÇÈÌÉÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ #ÌÅÒË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓȢ   

           4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÏÎ Á ÎÅ× ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ #ÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ  
,ÁÂÏÒ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ  ) ÁÍ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÍȤ
ÍÅÎÓÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙȢ   !Ó #ÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ (Á×ÁÉÉ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÇÅÔ ÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÅÅÔ 
×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÐȤ
ÅÒ ÂÅÎÅǢÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÆÏÒÃÅȢ   7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÉÎ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÂÕÔ ÔÉÍÅÌÙ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÂÕÉÌÄ ÏÕÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ  ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ 
ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙȢ 
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Kaôu Coffee Distribution  

Big Island Legislators  

  Rep. on the State Capitol floor.  Plexiglass has been set up for safety and Covid-19 protocols. 

Session Staff Isaac and Tim  



ACT 1 (HB1278  HD1) - Relating To Employment 

 Working with the administration of the Department of 

Labor, I introduced HB 1278 to provide unemployment tax 

relief to our Hawaii Businesses and nonð profit organiza-

tions.   

 HB1278 HD1 quickly made its way through the Hawaiôi 

State House of Representatives and State Senate and was 

recently signed into law as Act 1 by Governor David Ige on 

March 2, 2021. This bill will bring much needed unemploy-

ment insurance relief to employers, small businesses and non

-profit organizations across the state.  Act 1 will mitigate 

the economic fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic by re-

ducing employer contribution rates. Without these protec-

tions, struggling businesses would face the highest rate, 

Schedule H, at a time when they can least afford it. By low-

ering this to Schedule D, the Legislature's goal is to help our 

local economy stay afloat without the need for layoffs or 

other cost-cutting measures that would affect workers. Ha-

waiôi faces a long path to economic recovery, and I am con-

fident that Act 1 is a critical part of that process.  
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